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How To Be Burn Free, A Coloring Book for Kids was redesigned  in 
memory of Josh Thompson.  In 2004, Josh suffered severe burns in 
a gasoline explosion.  Josh was hospitalized at Mercy’s Burn Center, 
where he received state of the art burn care.  Due to the severity of 
his injuries, Josh died 38 days after the burn injury.  

Josh’s family and friends are committed to burn prevention and 
have allowed Mercy to memorialize him with this educational tool.  

Every year, there are over 2 million reported burn injuries and 2,000 deaths in the United 
States.  Burns are the second leading cause of pediatric trauma admission to Mercy each 
year. The majority of burn injuries result from the victim’s own actions.  This means most 
burns are preventable.  Please take the time to go through this book with your child.  The 
time you spend may prevent your child from making a dangerous mistake.  

If you have questions about burn prevention or to schedule a burn prevention 
program at your school, please call the Mercy Injury Prevention Center at 417-820-7233.  
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